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2025 Premier League Accreditation: Criteria applicable to all Premier Section clubs

The criteria below are taken from ECB Premier League accreditation criteria and guidance issued last month. Most are
existing requirements, with which we feel sure that our clubs already meet. However, we draw particular attention to
paras 5 and 9 below, which are new.

1  All clubs must be affiliated to a county cricket board.

2 All players representing a club/team must be registered on Play-Cricket, with the correct registration category
identified (i.e. Category 1 or 3).

3 Clubs/teams must not field more than one Category 3 Player at the same time in any match.

4 All clubs/teams playing in the League must have updated profiles on the Play-Cricket detailing (at a minimum)
the ground and clubhouse address, all the club’s teams, and the contact details on the ‘officials’ page of at least
three role holders at the club (including email addresses- which may be generic).

5 Clubs/teams that use or engage overseas coaches who do not qualify for an ECB Enhanced DBS Check, must only
use/engage such coaches when they have completed the ECB non-UK residents vetting procedure.

6  All clubs have a cricket programme available for U9s to U12s, which can include All Stars/Dynamos or a club’s
own U9s to U12s programme.

7  Clubs must have at least three hardball junior teams, which can include a girls’ hardball team. These teams can
be at any age group from and including u/11 up to u/15 level, except that clubs must have at least one boys’
team at U15 level. The Leagues must request an action plan from clubs not complying with this requirement.

8  All clubs must be registered and have activated its account on the ECB’s Safe Hands Management System.

9  All clubs must have at least one ‘girls’ section’. A grace period will apply such that Leagues must be in a position
to comply with this condition by 31 March 2026.

Guidance:

A ‘girls' section’ is defined as a minimum of one girls' team playing in either a softball or hardball fixture, league
or friendly, indoors or outdoors, either on Play-Cricket and/or through the ECB’s Women’s and Girls’ Clubs &
Teams Audit. By 31 March 2026, leagues must be in a position to self-certify that the clubs competing in the top
two 1% XI divisions of their competitions have at least one girls’ team. This can be a junior team of any age group.
Where a club to whom this obligation applies is not in a position to comply by 31 March 2026, in order not to be
in breach itself, the relevant league must take appropriate action against such club as follows; a points deduction
in the first instance, leading to relegation or denial of promotion where a club fails to establish a girls’ section
within a reasonable period of time.

If you have any queries or issues about the above, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Roger Pugh
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