Umpire recruitment and training courses

As the 2026 cricket season enters its final weeks, now is a great time to think about becoming an umpire. The South
Yorkshire Branch of the ECB Association of Cricket Officials (ACO) is arranging umpire training courses for anyone
interested in getting involved — from the entry-level ECB Umpire Course through to the additional modules
required by the South Yorkshire Cricket Umpires Association for those who want to progress into higher divisions.

Whether you are thinking about retiring from playing, a parent, a club supporter, or simply someone who enjoys
the game, umpiring is a brilliant way to stay involved and give something back. You will see cricket from one of the
best positions on the field, learn a new skill, support your club and league, and help local cricket thrive.

What the course involves

No previous umpiring experience is needed. The starting point for everyone is the ECB Umpire Course, normally
delivered in a single day, which gives new umpires the key skills, knowledge and confidence to stand in recreational
cricket — from junior, women'’s, softball through to open age hardball. It combines classroom and practical
learning, so come dressed appropriately.

A few practical points:

e  Learners complete up to 90 minutes of online pre-learning before attending. This can be done in one sitting or
across several.

. Learners must be at least 14 years old at the time of the course.

e The costis £70, which includes the first year's membership of the ECBACO. This cost may be offset by your club
or your league.

e Safeguarding training is mandatory for Yorkshire Premier League umpires and strongly recommended for
everyone else. We will point you to it once you are qualified.

Why we need to hear from you now

We are gathering expressions of interest so that venues can be booked early. Courses need a minimum number of
delegates, and one had to be cancelled earlier this year because not enough people were able to attend — so
registering your interest early genuinely makes a difference.

The level of interest will also tell us how many ECB Umpire Development Courses and Module B courses to arrange,
usually one of each. The Umpire Development Course builds on the entry-level course and suits anyone officiating
regularly in recreational and lower-league cricket; Module B goes deeper into the Laws and is aimed at those hoping
to join a league panel.

We aim to run an ECB Umpire Course possibly around October -November, with a further development course in
the early months on 2027 prior to the season starting in April 2027.
A note for clubs

From the 2027 season, clubs that do not provide umpires may face points deductions under new Yorkshire Cricket
Southern Premier League rules. Clubs may therefore wish to encourage parents, supporters and members to get
involved now, while training places are available.

If your club would like to host a course, please let Alison know — venues are being booked well in advance.

How to register your interest

Please email Alison Gresser, South Yorkshire ECBACO Branch Education Officer, at alibobs65@]live.co.uk as soon as
possible. Please include:

e  your name & contact telephone number

e vyour club, if you belong to one

e which course you are interested in (ECB Umpire Course, Umpire Development Course or Module B)

e any days or dates you cannot make

Alison is already collating names, so early contact will help us plan the right number of courses and give new

umpires the best chance to get started before next season. If you know someone who might be interested, please
pass this on. To book, please click here.
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