
 
 

 
 

YCSPL SENIOR SECTION MEETING 
 

Thursday 21st August 2025 at 7:00pm  
Blackburn & Wincobank Conservative Club 

 
Present:     Richard North (Chair), Jonathan Crabtree, Terry Bateman, Linzey Scothern, Richard Fidler, Ashley 

Boothman, Matthew Summerhill, and Nelson Windle  
Apologies:  Melvyn Bond, Lindsay Pepper and Bryan Lowe 
 

1. Action Points from Last Meeting 

• Not Applicable 
 

2. ED&I 

• The request from the player who has asked to play in a wheelchair was discussed. Concerns 
were expressed about player safety – both his and that of others.  

• EDI officers for clubs will be discussed at the next EDI meeting. 

• A group member reported instances of commons of a ‘casual racism’ and inappropriate 
nature being made to him by umpires. It is recommended that umpires complete the Level 
2 Online Safeguarding Course for the 2026 season. All Premier league umpires have 
completed the training. 

  
3. Safeguarding (LP) 

• LP absent – report sent beforehand. 

• Jess Burdis has left her role as YCB County Safeguarding Officer. There has been no 
notification of any replacements. 

• We still have concerns of the unacceptable behaviour at our Clubs. It is advised that signage 
is used to stop spectators entering changing rooms. 

• There are ongoing cases being investigated. LP is working with Neil Vaughan to resolve. The 
ECB are stating it is a national problem. They are suggesting that 15-17 year olds complete 
an online safeguarding course. 

• RN has advised that the Umpire’s Association they need their own Safeguarding Officer. 
This is being implemented. 

• LP an LS are arranging a suitable date to meet with umpires there are issues with. 

• There was a safeguarding incident in a game – the police are involved. 
 

4. Play Cricket (MB) 

• MB absent – report sent beforehand. 

• In preparation for the YDCL merging, the clubs have been added the clubs to our League 
membership. 

• Play Cricket are going to develop a script allowing to bulk download registered players. 
However, a significant amount of verification will still be necessary. This mass download 
doesn’t include single clubs entering our league; they will be added as we have done in the 
past. 

• Play-Cricket experienced difficulties due to the ECB's recent decision to restrict Junior 
Players Under 12. This issue is planned to be addressed in the upcoming out-of-season 
upgrade, along with updates to the player registration process incorporating share codes 
placements etc. 



• The notification process for administrators regarding transfers and rejections has long been 
a concern, particularly since its removal due to excessive notifications sent to multiple 
administrators. It is anticipated that this notification system will be reinstated before the 
next season. 
 

5. Umpires Report (TB) 

• A safeguarding officer has been appointed for the umpire committee (Tom Dobson). He will 
be working with Neil Vaughan and Andrew Froggett.  

• Start times for games in September were discussed. RN to send messages to clubs.  
 

6. Disciplinary 

• Still issues regarding discipline. Since our last meeting 11 bans or suspended bans have been 
issued. 

• For full information, see Play Cricket 
  

7. Admin Rule 23 Breach 

• Frenchville 1st team has breached Competition Rule 23 on 3 occasions due to late captain’s 
reports. They will be deducted 2 points in 2026 in line with Admin rule 29. 
 

8. Finance Update 

• Unpaid monies – a club owe a large amount of money due to a hearing which took place. 
Admin rule 29 to be enforced. They have until 4th September to pay the amount otherwise 
they will be deducted 12 points. If it is not paid after that, further sanctions will be imposed. 

• There is a big deficit and we need to push sponsorship. 
 

9. Umpires Fees (Handsworth 2 v Higham 2) 

• Fees to be reimbursed. 
  

10. Rule 25 – Rearranging Fixtures 

• It needs to be added that any fixture changed before midnight on 31st December that this 
rule does not apply. 
  

11. YDCL Update 

• A second meeting has been held with the clubs joining. Good feedback was received. 

• A meeting is arranged with YDCL umpires. We are hoping to recruit at least 8 from the 
Yorkshire Derbyshire League. 

• A 3rd meeting is arranged with clubs for 11th September. 

• For YDCL clubs, the entry fee for the league is to be waived. 
 

12. A.O.B 

• Cup Finals – RN passed on his thanks to match managers (Linzey Scothern and Terry 
Bateman) of the Billy Oates Memorial Cup and Mick Savage Trophy finals. We would also 
like to thank Green Moor and Darfield for doing a brilliant job in hosting these finals and all 
the volunteers involved. 

• For 2025 and 2026, there will be runners up medals for the Presidents Trophy, Billy Oates 
Memorial Cup and Mick Savage Trophy. 

• There is a concern for the 2026 Presentation Evening Dinner. The OEC in Owlerton has 
booked out all Saturdays in November 2026. 
 

With no further business, the meeting was closed at 9:06pm. 
 
Mr J Crabtree             


