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Premier Section committee meeting

Wednesday 8 October 2025 - 19.30pm by Teams

Note of meeting

Mark Beardshall, Alex Fletcher, Mick Forrester, Andy Harrison, Roger Pugh, Neil Vaughan

Apologies: Chris Froggett, Steve Ward

1. Welcome & apologies. RP welcomed all to the meeting and passed on the apologies from Chris Froggett and
Steve Ward. He said that the main purpose of the meeting was to agree on proposals to go to the AGM.

2. Matters arising from last meeting and update on action points

Play-offs. There has been no progress on the play-offs, following the departure of Paul Cummins from the
YCF. RP to follow up with Alan Burkinshaw.

Premier League rules. RP said that standardisation of rules was not raised at the PL chairmens’ meeting. He
said that it was clear that there were other priorities for ECB at this time, in particular, junior and girls’
participation. RP said that leagues will be expected to sanction clubs that do not meet the 2026 Premier
League criteria in respect of participation initiatives, and leagues may well themselves be sanctioned.
Sanctions on individual clubs will initially be points deductions, but failures may then render a club
ineligible to play in the top two divisions of PLs; leagues will, in addition, be liable to have their PL funding
reduced as a result of club failures. RP to emphasise to clubs the importance of compliance.

Umpire recruitment. RP said that the issue had been discussed at the LEB in September, and that the
unanimous view was that we must change tack agnd move away from the levy system, which is not
working in terms of changing the response from some clubs. It was agreed that a points deduction system
should be used. RP said that where clubs could satisfactorily evidence efforts to recruit, deductions would
not be applied. Revised admin rules will be notified to clubs via the AGM.

Grounds & facilities. The end-of-season markings have been circulated. A visit to Shiregreen has been
arranged, and RP has spoken to the captain at Sprotbrough to emphasise the need for improvement.

3. Rule changes for 2026. RP had circulated a list of proposals for rule changes affecting Premier Section, that had
been put forward either in committee or by captains. These were considered and decisions made as to whether
they should be put to the AGM. As follows:

Overseas player replacements. The proposal was not to allow replacements under any circumstances; if a
player is injured or returns home early, it should be the same as for any other player. This was not
supported. Agreed that no change would be proposed.

Bonus points systems. There has been some debate on this in committee, but the feedback from captains is
that they are happy with the current system, so no change is recommended. Agreed that no change would
be proposed.



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Type of ball. The captains said that they believe that the Dukes ball is vastly superior, and that it should be
used in preference to the Oxbridge. We have one more year of the contract still to run so a ball trial will
be arranged in 2026, and a decision made at next year’s AGM with full financial implications, including

sponsorship, explained.

Clarification of when tea should be taken when an innings ends early. Agreed that the proposed
amendment will go to AGM.

Length of innings. Captains have argued that the facility to reduce the length of the innings due to the
possibility of bad weather where both captains agree is unfair because some captasins will be happy to
take four points. Agreed that the proposed amendment will go to AGM.

Reducing the number of overs that constitutes a game. It has been suggested that as we want to settle as
many games as possible on the field, we should reduce that number of overs. The ECB generic 50-over
rules stipulate 10 but some captains believe that 10 is not enough. No consensus was reached on a change.
Agreed that no change would be proposed.

Bowlers’ overs. Various suggestions have been made, including 10-, 12- and 13-over maximums. No
consensus was reached on a change. Agreed that no change would be proposed.

Wide balls. Proposal to reword in line with ECB generic regs. Agreed that the proposed amendment will go
to AGM.

No Balls/Free Hits. Suggestion made that all ‘no balls’ become free hits in league matches. Agreed that the
proposed amendment will go to AGM.

Power plays. It has been suggested that the power play fielding restrictions apply for the full allocated
overs as in the ECB Generic 50-over rules. The committee were not in favour of this proposal. Agreed that
no change would be proposed.

Committee. CF and NK will stand down from the committee after the AGM. David Jones (SCCC) is proposed to
fill one vacancy. MF suggested that it would be good to have a captain on the committee. RP to seek
volunteers.

Other business

RP said that proposals will be developed before the start of 2026 for ten-team divisions in the Premier
section, and a points-based quota system for team selection.

RP said that clubs have been asked who is interested in hosting finals days.

Close. The meeting closed at 21.00.



