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FAO: ECB Premier Leagues, RCB Lead Officers and League Leads 

We recognise that both leagues and RCBs frequently receive queries about overseas players - particularly 
regarding whether an individual can play and under which visa route. We understand how challenging this can 
be, and this communication is intended to provide clarity and consistency on the support the ECB is able to 
offer. 

We urge clubs to carefully consider the benefits and potential risks associated with failing to comply with 
immigration rules, including: significant civil fines, loss of sponsor licence, possible criminal penalties as well 
as reputational damage while the player may face visa cancellation, removal and re-entry bans, criminal 
penalties, loss of employment, and long-term damage to their immigration status and future applications. 

Each individual’s immigration circumstances are unique. For this reason, the ECB is unable to provide 
bespoke advice on which visa an individual should use. This reflects legal constraints and the fact that we are 
not indemnified to provide individual immigration advice. 

The ECB’s Managed Migration Team can only provide guidance on the Governing Body Endorsement (GBE) 
process.  

The process for obtaining an International Sportsperson visa for your coach/players or coaches requires an 
individual endorsement from the ECB. In order to gain this endorsement the coach/player, or coach, needs to 
have met certain benchmarks, (criteria). This criteria is agreed with the Home Office on an annual basis and 
is approved if it continues to adhere to the Home Office principle of providing the maximum number of 
opportunities for settled residents and that only those who are Internationally established, playing at the 
highest level of the game and who will make the most significant impact on the development of the game 
here, be provided an opportunity to come and work in the UK via this route.  

With this in mind, the ECB continues to be committed to listening to its stakeholders in this area, and we invite 
you to submit any suggestions for change to the Governing Body Endorsement criteria as part of the Home 
Office and ECB’s annual consultation. Suggestions can be submitted to amy.clifford@ecb.co.uk between 1St 
February 2026 and 31st May 2026. 

More broadly, we are unable to comment on or verify individual cases or adjudicate disputes between clubs 
and leagues relating to immigration compliance. 

The information the ECB can provide is the published guidance available on our website. Ultimately, clubs 
are responsible for ensuring that any overseas player they engage complies fully with immigration law. We 
strongly recommend clubs, leagues and agents seek advice from a qualified immigration professional 
where there is any uncertainty. 

For clarity: 

• The ECB cannot provide immigration advice in relation to a specific individual. 
• The ECB does not set eligibility criteria relating to immigration compliance for recreational cricket, 

including ECB Premier Leagues. 
• Players and clubs are responsible for ensuring that participation also complies with immigration law, 

even where league registration rules are met. 
• Where the ECB becomes aware of potential breaches of immigration law, we are required to notify the 

Home Office. 
• Clubs should be aware that fielding a player who does not meet immigration requirements may 

expose them to criminal investigation and prosecution. 

 

mailto:amy.clifford@ecb.co.uk


   
 
 

Classified as Confidential 

 

All relevant information - including the Home Office definition of an International Sportsperson, visa 
overviews, permitted activities, and GBE guidance - is available on the ECB website: 
https://www.ecb.co.uk/about/policies/regulations/overseas 

For further advice on immigration matters, we recommend speaking directly with an immigration expert. 

We hope this provides clarity and helps ensure a consistent approach across both the professional and 
recreational game. Thank you, as always, for your continued engagement and support. 
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