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Girls’ sections in clubs — a supportive and phased approach towards achieving the ECB requirement

Earlier this year, the ECB announced an important addition to the Premier League Accreditation Criteria:

Leagues must take steps to ensure that every club in the top two 1st Xl divisions of their competitions have at least
one Girls’ Section. A grace period will apply such that Leagues must be in a position to comply with this condition by
31 March 2026.

Recognising the scale of change this represents in Yorkshire — and the potential challenges for some clubs — the
Yorkshire Cricket Board has worked closely with the ECB to propose a more supportive and phased approach. This
plan is designed to help clubs build sustainable Girls’ Sections that are right for the women's and girls’ game and can
bring long-term benefits to clubs.

The ECB has approved this phased approach, with the understanding that clubs must actively engage and commit to
the development of girls' cricket. If a club does not participate or meet the required milestones — without good
reason —the ECB and the YCSPL will take action in line with accreditation criteria requirements.

This requirement will currently apply only to clubs in our Premier Section, but we strongly encourage clubs in the
Senior Section to begin considering how they might start their girls’ cricket journey — particularly those with
ambitions for promotion to the Premier Section. Building foundations early will help with future development and
make the transition smoother if these requirements expand in the future; in addition to which, the establishment of
girls’ sections in clubs can have really positive benefits in terms of increasing the player pool, volunteers, and club
house usage.

Phase 1 — by 31 March 2026
Clubs must have a designated Lead Activator for Girls’ Cricket, ideally someone relatable to young female players,
who must have completed a YCB Lead Activator session. In addition:

e  Clubs are encouraged to support this individual in completing a coaching qualification; bursaries are available
through the Metro Bank Girls in Cricket Fund.

e Clubs must have had a planning discussion with YCB staff and have included girls’ cricket in their club
development plans.

Phase 2 — 31 October 2026

Clubs run a Girls-Only Cricket Programme, either via Roses Cricket powered by Dynamos or another suitable girls-only
format and must have played one girls’ fixture indoor or outdoor, softball or hardball, competitive or friendly.

o  Mixed-gender programmes will not meet this requirement.

e Ifaclub plans to play their fixture during the winter, or indoor, after 31 October, then YCF need to be notified
with evidence of this plan. Clubs will then be held accountable to a deadline of 31 March 2027 for this fixture to
be complete (YCF will look to support indoor girls’ activity over the winter, so please encourage clubs to reach
out to the W&Gs team should they wish to be involved).

e YCF can support with bursaries for Dynamos if needed — Women & Girls - Get involved - Girl's cricket.

e Clubs are encouraged to continue recruiting and training volunteers, with support again available from the
Metro Bank Fund.


https://www.yorkshirecb.com/page/young-people/activators/activators-19351/
https://www.yorkshirecb.com/page/women--girls/get-involved/girls-cricket-19334/

Further information

The YCF, alongside the ECB, Women & Girls Leagues, and Premier Leagues, is committed to making the growth of
girls’ cricket both achievable and sustainable. We’'re here to support you throughout this journey - If you have any
qguestions or need assistance at any stage, please do not hesitate to contact Richard Wilkinson, YCF Head of Clubs &
Leagues; r.wilkinson@yorkshirecf.com.

Richard North and | will also be pleased to provide answer ant queries and provided further advice or information to
clubs.

Roger Pugh
League chairman
Updated July 2026



