
 

 

 
 
 

League Executive Board 
 

57th meeting – Monday 20th July – Note of meeting 
 
 
Present: Roger Pugh (chairman), Jonathan Crabtree, Andy Harrison, Richard North, Leanne Parker, Lindsay 

Pepper, Gareth Davis, Matt Summerhill 
 
Apologies: Liz Harris, Alex Littlewood, Steve Ward 
 
 
1. Welcome & apologies. RP welcomed all to the meeting, in particular Leanne Parker, who is the new representative 

of the EDI group, to her first meeting. RP said that he had sent a card from the Liz Harris following her 
bereavement, and that Lindsay P had sent flowers on behalf of the League. 

 
2. Action point feedback. See attached (appendix 1) – no matters arising.  
 
3. ECB and YCB update 

i. Facilities. GD reported that three clubs are continuing to receive assistance towards upgrading their pavilion 
facilities. 

ii. Girls’ teams requirement. YCF will support clubs with Roses programmes if required. Several Roses festivals are 
upcoming and there are numerous opportunities for clubs to enter sides if they are interested. GD again 
emphasised the importance of the girls who attend these being retained as members of clubs. Three clubs are 
currently causing concern. RP and GD to continue to monitor. 

iii. ECB Review of Premier Leagues. RP said that he had been invited to sit on a small working group that ECB had 
established to share some of the emerging findings and make progress on priority areas: 
• the purpose and role of Premier Leagues within the wider game. 
• the future role of accreditation and funding 
• how to drive collaboration between the PLs and share best practice 

 
4. EDI issues. Leanne P said that: 

i. Brittney Lamour will stand in when she cannot attend. 

ii. There have been a couple of incidents about which the group are seeking details. 

iii. The Group had supported one umpire in a dispute about allocation of fixtures, which had reached a 
satisfactory outcome.  

iv. RP said that the League is seeking guidance for clubs on facilities required for transgender people, and will 
emphasise if necessary that alterations to premises will not be feasible in most cases either on cost grounds or 
where a club has no control over them. 

 
5. Finances. The treasurer had provided the latest balance sheet – attached (appendix 2). There were no matters 

arising. 
 



 

 

 
6. League administration 

i. Melvyn Bond has said that he will stand down as Play-Cricket administrator at the end of the season. 

ii. This has prompted RP to consider the wider issue of league administration in the future. He feels that at some 
point that it will be necessary to engage paid administrative support for the League, but to do this, we will 
either need to use the ECB funding (£15k for 2026) or attract a main sponsor for the League. It was agreed that 
sponsorship should be the preferred option, but in order to achieve this, we need to significantly improve our 
SM presence. 

iii. In the short term, we will split up the P-C responsibilities by: 
• splitting player registration on a ‘four regions’ basis and 
• splitting results checking on a divisional basis. RN to co-ordinate. 
• RP taking responsibility for league tables. 

iv. We will seek input to help us significantly improve our SM presence. RP to co-ordinate.  

v. We will keep the subjects of administration and social media on the agenda. RP to arrange. 
 

7. Premier Section update 

i. The Points Cap proposal was passed at the EGM. It will now be included in League Competition Rules and a 
sub-group set up to manage its operation. RP to take forward. 

ii. At the EGM, RP also sought informal feedback on our cup and T20 competitions: 
• On the cups, whilst there are two clubs that definitely want to be able to opt out of Sunday cup 

competitions due to unavailability of first team players, the rest of the clubs indicated no real views either 
way. Two more clubs indicated that they might consider their participation if that was an option. Two 
other suggestions were made, that the first round be zoned, and that it was played as a pre-season 
curtain-raiser. MS felt that the latter was unworkable due to ground availability issues. RP to discuss with 
YPLN and the Premier Section committee. 

• On T20, there was a strong consensus that both competitions should be played on a knock-out basis, to 
be played in mid-week or Sunday in the designated week, and that in each case there should be a semi-
finals and final day as there were originally. RP to produce a proposal to reflect this. 

iii. There were strong views expressed about the girls’ teams requirement, around the amount of participation 
activity already being undertaken by clubs, the extra load on volunteers, and the shortage of available pitches. 
RP to feed back to ECB. 

 
8. Senior Section update 

i. The promotion and relegation arrangements for 2026/27 were published after the last meeting. There has 
been little feedback to date. 

ii. There have been a lot of complaints about matches being cancelled. In order to deter spurious complaints, a 
proposed rule change has been drafted.  

iii. A serious disciplinary breach, with involving on-field violence, is being dealt with by the disciplinary team. 

iv. The failure of some teams to provide scorers for games is causing real concern. The current rule is not being 
enforced even where there are umpires present. RP suggested that a points deduction may be the answer. RP 
& RN to raise at the end-of-season liaison meeting with SYCUA. RP to arrange. 

 
9. Close. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.12. The next meeting will be on Monday 7 

September (7.30 by Teams). 
 

 



 

 

Appendix 1 
Action point update 
 

• Girl’s team requirement. Ongoing. GD is working with clubs and RP underlined the importance at EGM. 

• ‘Model club’. Outstanding. 

• Distribution of funding. Alteration made as agreed and monies paid to clubs. 

• Divs 1 & 2 move to Premier Section. Clubs notified via bulletin. Necessary changes to rules work in hand. 

• Points Cap. Proposal passed at EGM. Operation to be organised through PS Committee. 

• Sunday cup competitions. Feedback sought – see note of meeting. 

• New teams. RP has written to Richard Wilkinson to ask for YCF to facilitate discussions between YPLN, YCSPL and 
P&DCL. 

• Complaints procedure. Revised Comp Rule 16 drafted. 

• Minimum age of players. Decision publicised in bulletin; to be incorporated into rules. 

• Smoking & alcohol. Policy statement included in bulletin; to be incorporated into rules. 

• Oktotalk charity game. Publicised in bulletin. 

• DBS change. Included in bulletin. 

• Electronic scoring. SW has in hand. 

• My Club Pitch. GD to update at meeting. 

• Spectators. The new ECB Guide to Club Accreditation clarifies that spectators ‘that the club has control over’ (ie, 
not where a club plays in a public park and anyone may spectate) must accept the ADRs, GCRs and RCRs. Clubs are 
expected to place notices or otherwise ensure where necessary. 
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