Yorkshire Cricket Southern Premier League

www.ycspl.co.uk

League Executive Board
49" meeting — Monday 30" June 2025 — 7.30pm on Zoom

Notes of meeting

Present: Roger Pugh (chairman), Jonathan Crabtree, Gareth Davis, Chris Froggett, Liz Harris, Andy Harrison,
Richard North, Lindsay Pepper, Matt Summerhill

Apologies: Mel Mahmood

1. Welcome & apologies. RP welcomed all to the meeting and passed on apologies from Mel Mahmood.

2. Action point feedback
i.  ECB. RP meet with Justin Preston, Paul Bedford’s replacement at ECB. Amongst the items discussed were:

a. JP said that clubs in the top two divisions will be required to comply with accreditation criteria in respect
of junior and girls’ teams. Clubs not meeting the criteria will need an action plan showing how they plan
to meet the criteria within an agreed timescale. On junior teams, only one Premier Section club does not
meet the criteria, and they have concrete plans in place to address this. On girls’ sections, LH and RP are
to meet with the W&G lead at YCB, Grace Pearson, to discuss how the girl’s teams requirement can be
achieved. RP to feed back.

b. RPraised the issue of the regulations and guidelines issued by ECB immediately before the season. He
highlighted shortcomings in terms of consultation, communications, and timescales. He suggested that
there should be a small consultative group from Premier leagues that the ECB should use as a sounding
board on new regulations and guidance. He offered League participation in this.

c. LH had spoken to RP about an email from Grace Pearson saying that that transgender women cannot play
in women'’s cricket. RP had said that we have received no notification from ECB about this and he raised
with Justin, who said he would follow up. MS subsequently found a post on the ECB website dated 2 May,
which confirms what Grace has said. RP said that this is another instance of a lack of proper
communication. LH highlighted the difficulty of implementing this policy, due to the lack of clear guidance
as to how this should be done. RP & LH to raise with Grace Pearson, and GD to speak to ECB colleagues.

ii.  Strengthening links with the community — RP has been in contact with the South Yorkshire Community
Foundation, who are launching a sport fund, and very keen to work with YCSPL. Further talks are planned. RP
to keep LEB informed.

iii. Social media — RP talked to YPLN and an external adviser, and will also discuss with Steve Taylor. YPLN have
substantially increased the number of hits they have had on social media. RP to take forward.

iv. Transfer deadline — RN is having discussions with Melvyn Bond about a potential rule amendment to prevent
clubs trying to push through transfers on the day before a game. RN to take forward.



v. Umpire recruitment:

a. It was suggested at the PS committee that YCCC might be prepared to offer ‘rewards’ to encourage
umpire recruitment and retention. GD advised RP to write to Paul Cummins seeking his help. RP to take
forward.

b. An umpire survey has also been suggested to gain feedback from umpires about what makes them want
to umpire and what might make them no longer want to do so. JC to raise at the SYCUA committee and
feed back.

vi. League cup competitions:

a. RPsaid that he viewed the staging of cup finals as a reward to clubs who have made efforts to provide
good facilities, and thought that it was wrong that one of our four cup finals should be held on the same
ground all the time. RN to discuss with the Senior Section committee.

b. It was agreed that DLS should not be used for the Presidents and Billy Oates competitions, and that the
countback system should be used. RN to take forward.

vii. Welfare. LP had taken a gift to Terry Bentham. Vera and Terry were very appreciative. The suggestion was
made that the Presidents Cup was renamed after him without delay. RN to take forward with the Senior
Section committee.

3. Finances

i.  The treasurer had provided the usual statement. There were no questions or matters arising.

ii. RP has said that, to protect the treasurer and himself, he has introduced periodic checks of the statements
against the bank statements.

4. ECB and YCB update

LP said that Sharon Butcher has supported and been as great help to her in her safeguarding role.

There was concern expressed about one club. GD stressed said that YCB are there to support clubs if they need
any help, and that their visits are about support, rather than enforcement. GD will ask Johnny Younis to
follow up on concerns.

The issue of a request for a wheelchair user to play in the Senior Section was discussed. RP said that guidance
has been sought from the ECB Disability and Safety in Cricket teams. The main message of the guidance
appears to be that reasonable adjustments should be made, but is up to the wheelchair user to decide
whether he feels that the grounds are sufficiently accessible to allow him to play. As far as the League is
concerned, there are safety and rules issues to resolve. GD to follow up with ECB and YCB.

5. Inclusivity & accessibility issues — including E&DG report.

The new terms of reference have been endorsed by YCB. They will now be circulated to LEB and posted on the
website. RP to arrange.

One potential initiative is a proposal that ED&I representatives be introduced in clubs. RP said that a slot could
be provided at the AGM for an E&DG representative to float this idea. RP to follow up with the E&DG.

6. Women’s and Girls’ League

Planning for the winter league has started, in addition to discussions on next summer’s structure.

An anonymous complaint has been received by LH, objecting to a photo posted by a representative player on
social media. RP and LH had discussed this, and RP advised that the YCSPL does not respond to anonymous
complaints or correspondence. The post does not appear to infringe the Electronic Media Policy (EMP) but
might have implications in terms of employment. LH has spoken to the person who posted it, who was very
apologetic and has taken it down. RP will ensure that the Electronic Media Policy is reviewed, with particular
attention to expectations around those representing the League in different capacities.



iv.

LH said that there had been comments made by umpires to the effect that that women could not wear skirts
or skorts. It was agreed that provided that women and girls wore trousers in Saturday League games and the
YCSPL Cup competitions, they should be allowed to wear skirts or skorts in the W&GL if they so wished. RN
forwarded the YCSPL player attire guidance to LH, who will discuss at WGL committee.

Alex Littlewood has drafted a document for long term planning for the W&GL and has sent to RP.

Strengthening links with communities. Covered under action points.

Publicising what we do. The need for an improved and managed League social media was agreed. This might
necessitate engaging some paid expertise in terms of planning, and seeking a volunteer from within our clubs who
would be prepared to take responsibility for taking forward. RP will include in the bulletin.

9. Governance Issues. Following representations from members of the Long-Term Planning group, work has been
deferred to the end of the season, when there are less time pressures.

10. 2025 Divisional Structure

11.

MS had put forward proposals for divisional structure that regionalises Divisions 7, 8 and 9, in order to include
new Y&DL clubs with minimal disruption and without infringing the disparity policy. The proposals were
endorsed by the LEB. RN, RP and MS to liaise on notification to clubs.

RP thanked MS and those involved for their hard work.

Other business/members’ issues

JC raised concerns about the safety of children playing near the the boundary whilst games were in progress.
RP agreed that this was a valid issue for spectators in general. Following discussion, it was agreed that clubs
should be recommended to post safety notices at grounds. RP to take forward.

There have been a number of disturbing instances of poor behaviour towards umpires, and players who are
umpiring in the lower leagues where no umpires have been appointed. RP to speak to Neil Vaughan and
include an item about player behaviour in the bulletin.

Oughtibridge WMCC are hosting England Lions v Australia over 60s on Friday 4" July. RP to include in bulletin.

MS shared positive news about potential ground improvements at Wentworth. MS to provide information for
GD.

Clarification to be included in the bulletin about Competition rule 16: Player Selection, the full version of which
is on the website, but not the handbook. RP to take forward.

12. Close. There was no further business, and the meeting was closed at 21.28.

13. Next meeting. The next meeting will be held by VC on 28 July. RP to issue details.



