
 

 

 
 
 

League Executive Board 
 

40th meeting – Monday 19 August 2024 – 7.00pm by Zoom 
 

Note of meeting 
 
 
Present: David Ward (chairman), Ashley Boothman, Chris Froggett, Mel Mahmood, Lindsay Pepper, Roger Pugh, 

Matt Summerhill, Steve Ward 
 
1. Welcome & apologies. There were apologies tendered by Terry Bateman and Nelson Windle. 

 

2. Matters arising and action points from last meeting. Nothing to add to feedback – attached at appendix 1.  
 
3. Reports from Members 

i. Equity & Diversity Group report  

• in the absence of NW, there was no report 

• MS said that he was concerned that the E&DG was not currently a functioning organisation. RP said that 
he knew that the group had been seeking input from the YCCC diversity lead on their plans. As this has 
not been forthcoming, he felt that the group should press ahead with what they want to do. This was 
agreed. RP to feed back to Jason Booth 

• RP will also follow up on promoting the idea of club E&D leads with JB now he has returned from holiday. 
RP to action 

ii. Safeguarding Managers’ report  

• LP said that there had been a handful of incidents that she had been involved in which were now cleared 

• The issue of the Safeguarding Officer at HMCC will be followed up at the meeting between them, DW & 
RP on 9 September 

• LP raised the issue of a 10-year-old scorer being used at one club, which she believed was too young, and 
there was general agreement – SW to seek advice through his scorer channels. 

iii. Treasurer’s report 

• AB had provided a financial report – attached at appendix 2 

• DW said that the SS would look at the clear criteria for Development Fund money at their meeting later in 
the week. AB said that there was £3k currently available 

• AB said that the T20 finals day cost was £1,200 but that the bar invoice from Cawthorne was still awaited 

iv. Participation manager’s report  

• MM had provided a report – see appendix 3 

• In addition, MM said that the W&GL finals day was fixed for 8 September, venues Doncaster, Elsecar, 
Frecheville & Wombwell – MM to provide info for publicity  

• MM highlighted concerns about facilities and grounds for women’s cricket; MM said that support was 
needed from YCCC/YCB emphasising the importance of growing the women’s game 

  



 

 

 

v. Umpires’ representative’s report  

• DW raised the issue of payment for the umpires for the play-offs; only in the final are the umpires paid 
from the League subscriptions, otherwise payment falls to the home clubs – YCSPL to pay for umpires at 
our home semi-final 

• there has been an issue of the ‘countback’ method of achieving a result being used in Division 3, which 
should not happen; some reordering of the rules is required to ensure this is clearer – RP to action as part 
of the ongoing Playing Conditions review 

vi. Scoring Manager’s report 

• SW said that there has been further increase in the use of electronic scoring in the League – it will be the 
best in the country, thanks are due to the clubs – RP to include in bulletin 

• there will be an L2 scorers’ course at Wakefield Thornes CC on 27 November – RP to include in bulletin 

vii. Premier Section report  

• RP said that the outstanding Premier Division game had been rearranged for Sunday 25 August as he had 
proposed at the last meeting – thanks are due to Sheffield Collegiate CC for their co-operation 

• the next PS committee meeting will be on 11 September 

viii. Senior Section report. DW said that the committee had met the previous Thursday and added that: 

• a points deduction had been imposed on UHCC under Admin Rule 13.iv, which had resulted in a complaint 
from the club – RP will be asked to make arrangements to hear the complaint 

• following the hearing on the Wombwell Main 2 v Norton Woodseats 2 game, six points each have been 
awarded to the teams; WMCC have a suspended 12-point ban for spectator behaviour, and the charge of 
bringing the League into disrepute against NWCC was not upheld as the players were taken off the field 
for safety reasons; the return fixture is to be played on 15 September 

ix. Compliance manager’s report 

• there has been some debate about whether the new rule permitting overseas players by 14 August 
should allow transfers – this will be debated at PS committee 

• this has also thrown up an anomaly in our rules whereby transfers from another league after 31 July are 
not precluded, neither is this in YCB rules, so an amendment is required; RP suggested that new 
registrations should not be permitted after 31 July, but MS said that this would stop clubs making up 
lower division teams in the later stages of the season by enlisting the help of friends, etc, who are not 
currently playing or registered to a club – RP agreed to produce a wording to accommodate this 

• CF and RP proposed that all overseas players in the Senior Section, not just below Division 2, including 
asylum seekers and students, should require SS committee approval, to ensure that they have not 
previously played at a significantly higher standard – RP to revise wording for approval 

x. Competitions Manager’s report 

• MS reported that only the Darfield v Fishlake 2 game, postponed due to bereavement, is to be rearranged 

• all cup competitions are now on schedule 

xi. YCB update. No update in the absence of GD. 

xii. Chairmans’/ECB update. DW said that Alan Birkinshaw had responded to say that he agreed with the League’s 
PLMB proposal paper, and it is now with Paul Cummins. 

 
4. Houghton Main CC. DW said that there had been an appeal against the points deduction, which had been 

dismissed as no grounds for appeal had been put forward. A meeting has been scheduled with the club for 9 
September, at which the wider issues of concern, including Clubmark and Safeguarding, will be discussed. GD, RP & 
DW to attend for the League. 
 

  



 

 

 
5. Readers ball contract and sponsorship 

• DW said that RP and himself had met with Readers, who had put forward a new proposal whereby clubs would 
be able to order and pay direct to Readers for balls and other cricket equipment. Balls would still be delivered 
in two bulk instalments as now. The new arrangement will provide at least £3,840 sponsorship for the League, 
and probably more, particularly if clubs order other equipment. The new deal was agreed. 

• A new ball is being provided for trialling in the Premier Section at the end of the season, which Readers have 
said is the equivalent of the Dukes ball. SW & DW to communicate with clubs, distribute and collate 
feedback. 

 
6. Rule changes.  

• RP said that he realised that the proposed changes to the Constitution and Admin Rules were quite lengthy 
and had only been circulated over the last few days, but he asked members to read them as soon as possible, 
and to go back to him with any issues. All to action. 

• RP also asked members to let him know of any areas where they felt that rule amendments were needed. All 
to action. 

 
7. Other business  

i. MS said that he is now at work scheduling the competitions for next season. RP to include the timetable in the 
bulletin and to email David Young to check whether there will be any amendment to the Heavy 
Woollen/Crowther Cup schedule. 

ii. DW said that his wife, Liz, was undergoing a course of treatment for a health condition that will be ongoing 
over the next two years plus. He accordingly had decided to stand down from his roles in the YCSPL after the 
AGM, in order to be able to devote more time to supporting Liz and the family. RP said that he knew how 
much work DW did for the League, how much he would be missed, and that his work and commitment would 
be properly recognised. MS said that family must come first and wished them well. All were in agreement with 
these sentiments.  

 
8. Close. The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
 

 
Appendix 1 

Feedback on action points: 
 
3.i JB is currently on holiday, RP is to talk to him about the promotion of club E&G officers next weekend 

3.ii GD to report back on Safeguarding Courses 

3.iii DW to report back on Development Fund criteria after next SS committee meeting, later this week; RP will 
arrange to include Development Fund payments on AGM agenda and in ECB end-of-year report 

3.vi ECB money criteria: to be discussed at next PS committee meeting on 11 September 

3.vii RP will arrange to include item on AGM agenda 

3.x RP to report back at meeting 
 
  



 

 

 
Appendix 2 

Treasurer’s report 
 

 
  

Income £ Expenditure £

Ball sales 46,430.40     Ball costs 47,831.59       
Clothing sales -                 Banking services 30.00               
Disciplinary hearing costs 167.40            Clothing 933.00            
ECB monies 15,883.00       Communications 723.49          
Handbook adverts 250.00            Cup finals/finals days-Catering Costs 1,649.07         
Interest at bank 284.08            Digital Laptop Scoring 100.00            
Other Income 270.00            Disciplinary hearing costs 197.60            
Penalties 5,967.00         Donation -                   
Presentation evening tickets 2023 11,158.10       ECB monies to clubs 9,740.00         
Sponsorship 5,958.00         Electronic media 1,800.00         
Subscriptions 12,145.00       Entertaining at cup finals/finals days 153.00            

Honoraria 1,800.00         
Insurance 3,091.95         
Payment Refunds 329.00            
Phone & broadband costs 464.92            
Presentation evening 2023 costs 11,372.64       
Presentation evening 2024 costs 500.00            
Professional Services 200.00            
Representative Match(s) costs 1,200.20         
Room hire 25.00               
Stationery & printing 2,595.75         
SYCUA 885.00            
Training costs 690.00            
Travel costs 274.00            
Trophies & medals Annual Awards 5,438.91         
Trophies & Medals -Cup finals/finals day -                   
YCB fees 5,070.00         
YPLMB subscription -                   

Total 98,512.98       Total 97,095.12       

Excess income over expenditure 1,417.86         

Income £ Expenditure £

c/f 2,844.00         Brookhouse CC 400.00            

ECB Money 26th March 2024 6,103.00         Fishlake CC 1,000.00         

Parkhead CC 500.00            

Penistone CC 900.00            

Stocksbridge CC 280.00            

Thorpe Hesley & High Green CC 900.00            

Warmsworth CC 1,000.00         

less expenditure 5,880.00         Whiston Forge CC 900.00            

Available balance 3,067.00         Total 5,880.00         

Current a/c at 30 September 2023 32,027.67       
Deposit a/c at 30 September 2023 24,915.91       
Excess income o/expend to date 1,417.86         
Development Fund Expenditure 5,880.00         
Total 52,481.44       

Represented by

Current account 27,171.45       
Savings account (inc Dev't Fund) 25,283.77       
Total 52,481.44       

Treasurer

18 August 2024

Financial statement 16 August 2024

  

Year to date income & expenditure

Development Fund

Balance sheet

Ashley Boothman



 

 

Appendix 3  

Participation report  
 

As you are aware, the W&G’s League have been experiencing issues with regards to the ‘Spirit of Cricket’ and player 
behaviour on the field. Initially – in our first proper season as a league - we had issues with a couple of clubs and 
Safeguarding had to become involved due to verbal abuse of junior players at the inaugural finals’ day.  

As a league we put in place additional training on Safeguarding and “spirit of cricket” at the beginning of this season via 
our Safeguarding representative Eleanor Barber, YCC’s Dean Smith and myself, at the general team meeting at the 
beginning of the season.  

Despite this and to cut a very long story short – a particular club was not happy with the panel’s decisions on the 
original matter/ investigation and sought counsel from elsewhere and outside the League (ie, Derbyshire) which then 
got the ECB involved – via which an edict came from above - see attached - stating that there should be no players 
under the age of 13 playing Softball or Hardball Cricket as the League is an adult league and not an open age one. As 
such and with immediate effect – no U13’s were to be included in any upcoming matches. 

This as you imagine has gone down like a Lead balloon and clubs have been struggling to put out teams midway through 
the season, have been blaming the League for the decision – despite numerous emails explaining that this has come 
directly from the ECB and I add without any clubs taking any responsibility for player behaviour having caused this 
ruckus in the first place. 

There have been numerous emails from just about every club in the League to the ECB to try and resolve this matter 
and from a growth and Participation viewpoint, we as a League feel and indeed agree with the clubs that this is a step in 
the wrong direction, particularly for the Girl’s ages groups.   

There is a Safeguarding and ECB meeting this Friday to address the issue and I will update with the outcome as and 
when it is received.  

In good news Winter Indoor season has opened and registration is ongoing – still to be held at S20.  I will update next 
meeting as to the numbers etc. 

We also have the very first SYWGCL Representative Hardball Cricket Match against West Yorkshire on Sunday the 25th 
August 2024 at 1pm at Treeton - if this could be put out on the main social media channels please, it would be much 
appreciated as we would like as much support as possible and I am reliably informed that the bar will be open.   

We have another Representative game pencilled in for Sunday the 1st September – TBC details to follow.  

Softball playoffs are to be held on Sunday the 8th September as follows: 

Div 1 – top six playoffs at Elsecar – start 10am – finals at 1pm 

Div 2 – top six playoffs at Doncaster Town – start 10am – finals at 1pm  

Div 3 North & South top three playoffs at Frecheville – start 10am – finals at 1pm 

Div 3 North & 3 South Plate – place 4-6 playoffs – at Wombwell Main – start 10am – finals at 1pm. 
 
Mel Mahmood 
 

Appendix 3 

Premier Section report 
 
There was a committee meeting on Wednesday 22 July that was not well-attended due to work commitments, holidays, 
etc. There was a short E&D update via Jason Booth; a competitions update; a Houghton Main update from RP; the 
umpires’ grounds & facilities markings guidance and the distribution of ECB monies proposals (which will come to the 
next LEB); and potential rule changes. 
 
Roger Pugh 
 


